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FROM THE ENGINEER 
I can’t believe that we’re only a couple of weeks away from Thanksgiving. Where has 2025 
gone?!! It seems like time is moving faster than ever. Maybe the old saying “the older you get, the 
faster time goes” seems to be truth. This past month, I gave a presentation at this year’s County 
Engineers Association of Ohio’s (CEAO) mechanics, superintendents, and engineers conference 
which was held at Maumee State Park in Oregon, Ohio. CEAO invited me to give a presentation 
about our facilities and our operations. Chad, Brian, and Jim Seibert joined me in attending this 
conference. It had been a while since Chad or the mechanics had participated in this conference, 
which is usually held somewhere down south. So, it was nice to go and participate since it was 
closer to home to see what’s new and to learn what other counties are doing. 

DGL, our bridge consultant, has finalized the design plans of the CR 213 bridge project over Green 
Creek. We are all set to advertise for the bid opening which will be held on December 11, 2025. 
I’m hoping that we get as much interest and as many bidders as we did when we bid the CR 201 
bridge in 2023. This project consists of the complete replacement of the existing CR 213 bridge 
since the existing prestress beams are in really bad shape and is currently rated as a 3 (poor). The 
new bridge will be a single span with composite prestress box beams, and it will have an 8” 
reinforced concrete deck. The engineer’s estimate is around $1.15M, and we have an OPWC state 
grant picking up 21% of the total cost of the project. The contractor won’t be able to get in the 
water until after July 1st, 2026, and the completion date is set for the end of October 2026. 

Tara and I have finalized the budget for next year and have submitted it to the Commissioners for 
their signatures and approval. Some of the highlights for next year are the following: Capital 
Improvement Projects: The replacement of the aforementioned CR 213 bridge over Green Creek 
(OPWC 21/79), the resurfacing of CR 201 and CR 113 (federal project 80/20), the resurfacing of 
CR 65 (from CR 66 to CR 128), the resurfacing of the Ballville Bridge concrete deck using hydro-
demolition, the replacement of the traffic light on E. State Street at the Rural King/new EMS 
entrance, the replacement of the CR 65 bridge just west of TR 106, and the annual pavement 
marking contract, as well as being responsible for 5% of the total cost of the ODOT roundabout 
project on E. State Street and the bypass; Vehicles and Equipment: We have ordered two new 
International tandem dump trucks, and we will also be ordering a new skid-steer. It looks to be yet 
another busy and ambitious year for our department. 

Speaking of the ODOT roundabout project on the east side of the bypass, the project is scheduled 
to begin construction in 2026. ODOT has kept me informed, and for the last few months, I have 
been part of their virtual design progress meetings. Stage 3 plans have been submitted by their 
consultant, Mott MacDonald out of Cleveland, Ohio. These plans are presently being reviewed by 
all parties. Currently, the project is scheduled to go out for bids in May 2026 and with substantial 
completion of the project scheduled for November 2026. 
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FROM THE ROAD SUPERINTENDENT 
October has come and gone. It was another busy month for our crews. With the mini, crews dug 
out areas at the Communications Center and installed stone for more parking there. We then went 
and did some radius work at the intersection of Tiffin Road and CR 201, as well as at Smith Road 
and CR 201. We dug out the radius (approximately 3-4 feet) on the west side of both intersections 
and placed asphalt to widen the intersections. They placed berm and dirt on the back side to back 
up the new pavement. From there, we moved up to CR 147 where we filled in part of a ditch with 
an underdrain. The crew ran into rock, so we had to cut the drainage tile a little short. Again, we 
placed berm and dirt to back up the roadway. Definitely some good improvements! Steve and Kory 
had the big machine up on CR 82 by the turnpike doing some ditch cleaning. They cleaned up all 
the vegetation in the ditch, removed a section of concrete pipe, and then cleaned the ditch. 

We had Smith Paving install a curb and gutter on Fangboner Road north of Muskellunge Creek 
Bridge. Part of the deal to keep costs down, our crew did the 
clean up. So, we went out with Ditch Maintenance’s mini 
excavator and cleaned up the spoils and added dirt to the grass 
areas and stone to the driveways. We did this project because we 
were having large washouts after every rain event. Hopefully 
this will fix the problem. 

The mowers are back out on our final round for the year. Now that most of the crops are off, we 
can get into the fields and get the back banks cut. We will see how long Mother Nature lets us do 
this. Cole continues in the boom mower as well. He’s been doing a job. He is in the area of 
Napoleon Road and CR 65 and working his way up towards Woodville. The town route did get 
mowed one time in October as well. Probably done with that until spring. 

~ Miscellaneous Road Work ~

• Installed icy signs on the overpasses. 
• Hooked up plow trucks and cleaned the trucks. 
• The crew has begun brush work and has been working on clean up around power poles. 
• Cracksealing on CR 239 and CR 229. 
• Spot berming. 
• Patching pot holes, as needed. 
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FROM THE OFFICE MANAGER
Open Enrollment: 

Open enrollment has begun! This would be the time to opt in to, out of, or make changes to the 
different benefits you are offered, such as our health insurance plan, our flexible spending account, 
the county’s dental insurance, or the county’s life insurance. United Way is also starting their 
fundraiser and asking for our support to help strengthen our community!  The open enrollment 
deadline for our health insurance plan, flexible spending account, and United Way fundraiser is 
December 2nd. The deadline for the county’s dental insurance and life insurance is November 14th. 
Please feel free to see me with any questions! 

   Health Insurance: 

Great news!! We received a 0% increase for our 2026 
renewal! Please continue to be proactive and get your 
regular checkups! 

We have also been notified that Medical Mutual and 
ProMedica have come to an agreement! This means 
ProMedica will remain in-network for our healthcare 
needs. 

 

 

Income Comparison: 

(Jan-Sept) 

2025 - $4,746,649 
2024 - $4,721,155 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Employee Assistance Plan (EAP) 
~ Free & Confidential ~ 

* Counseling     * Wellness                             
* Self-Help Resources 

Call: 800.252.4555 or                                                            
Visit: www.theEAP.com 

Be sure to mention 
 

Easton Silva November 5th  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

Rick Eberly November 1st  4 years 
Katie Hovis November 6th  2 years 

Jenna Sommers November 8th  21 years 
Patrick Colston November 29th  4 years 

   
 

http://www.theeap.com/
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Owen Atkinson 

1. Do you go by your full name or a nickname? 
What nickname do you go by? 
Owen (haven’t been given a nickname yet) 

2. Introduce your Family! 
Mom: Tanya Ebert, Stepdad: Ray Ebert, 
Dad: Robert Atkinson 

3. As a child, what did you want to be when you 
grew up? 
I wanted to work in construction 

4. What is your favorite holiday? 
Christmas 

5. What is your favorite music artist or band? 
I listen to mostly country 

6. What are your hobbies? 
Playing hockey or helping dad with stuff 

7. What is your favorite “signature dish” to cook 
or bake? 
Cheesecake 

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT 

Brock Minnick 

1. Do you go by your full name or a nickname? 
What nickname do you go by? 
Full name 

2. Introduce your Family! 
Beau, Bret, Quinn, Heidi, Mike 

3. As a child, what did you want to be when you 
grew up? 
Army Soldier 

4. What is your favorite holiday? 
Christmas 

5. What is your favorite music artist or band? 
Marty Robbins 

6. What are your hobbies? 
Golf 

7. What is your favorite “signature dish” to cook 
or bake? 
Smoothie 

Shaun Eads 

1. Do you go by your full name or a nickname? 
What nickname do you go by? 
Shaun 

2. Introduce your Family! 
My fiancée is Averie. We have a two-year-old 
son whose name is Shaun Jason Eads III. 

3. As a child, what did you want to be when you 
grew up? 
A doctor, until I realized how much school that 
took. 

4. What is your favorite holiday? 
Thanksgiving 

5. What is your favorite music artist or band? 
Too many to choose just one. 

6. What are your hobbies? 
Spending time with family, wrenching, binge 
watching shows. 

7. What is your favorite “signature dish” to cook 
or bake? 
Chili 
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November 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
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October 2025
S M T W Th F Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6
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14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

December 2025

Notes
11th: Veterans Day (Holiday) 

27th-28th: Thanksgiving (Holiday)

Happy Anniversary, 
Rick E.!

Happy Anniversary, 
Katie!

Happy Anniversary, 
Jenna!

Happy Anniversary, 
Patrick!




