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FROM THE ENGINEER 
Well, Mother Nature sure gave us a busy winter at the start of 2025. It was nothing like the past 
couple of mild winters we’ve had. This year, January and February have been pretty active with 
several days of frigid temperatures, snowy days and, worst of all, several ice storms. We have not 
seen ice like we’ve seen this year since I don’t know when. It’s a good thing our salt shed was 
pretty full to start the year because, so far, we have used an estimated 5,300 tons of salt. That is 
almost as much as we used the last three winters combined. Obviously with the ice storms, we had 
no choice but to use a lot of salt. We didn’t really get any significant snow events; however, the 
high winds and the low temperatures kept our crew busy for several days. Due to the unprecedented 
amount of ice this year, several townships ran out of their stockpile of salt. Fortunately, we had 
enough salt to allow the townships to use some of our salt. Winter is not over yet, but I’m hoping 
that the worst is behind us. It looks like this year’s salt order is going to be pretty large. 

 

We had our first bid opening of the year for the SAN-CR 1-0.00 Resurfacing Project. The 
engineer’s estimate was $1,750,000.00 and the lowest bidder was M&B Asphalt out of Tiffin with 
a bid of $1,711,981.20. We also received one other bid from Gerken Paving, but their bid was 
higher. This project is partially funded by a federal grant with the feds picking up 80% of the cost. 
We are responsible for the other 20%. We have advertised for two bid openings scheduled for the 
middle of March for the paving of CR 13, CR 182, and CR 198. I will also be assisting with the 
bid openings for two separate township contracts at the end of March and the beginning of April. 

We are in the process of replacing our Kobelco Excavator (V #141). We have received quotes 
from three different manufacturers (Kobelco, John Deere, and Caterpillar). It looks like we are 
going to go with Kobelco again since the CAT and the John Deere quotes are several thousand 
dollars over Kobelco’s quote. We have had this machine for 10 years now and, for the most part, 
it has been fairly reliable and works really well for our type of work. We should be finalizing the 
order and the paperwork to purchase it soon. Something that will be new with this machine is a 
new bucket option called a “Hydra Clamp” bucket, which is essentially a regular bucket with a 
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grapple or a thumb. This will allow us to pick up brush and tree stumps out of the river and creeks 
much easier when they get stuck up against our bridges. We have also been in contact with Rob 
from Judco as he is finishing up our two International dump trucks that we ordered back in 2023. 
We should have those trucks in the yard in about a month. We have also ordered a new Ford F-
550 to replace V #996 which we should receive sometime this summer. 

This past month, we filed the Sugar Creek ditch petition project with the three boards of county 
commissioners of Sandusky, Ottawa, and Wood Counties. We have a meeting with the joint board 
of commissioners coming up to determine the date and time for the final hearing, which is expected 
to be sometime in the middle of April 2025. The proposed petitioned project begins at the bridge 
on TR 115 in Woodville Township, follows its course from there all the way into Ottawa County, 
and eventually drains into the Portage River. If approved by the joint board of county 
commissioners at the final hearing, the project would entail the removal of debris and log jams 
along the creek, including the removal of fallen trees and brush on at least one side of the creek. 
The project is about 10.4 miles long and drains about 40,000 acres of farm ground and residential 
lots. There are nearly 3,500 parcels that are affected by this petition that need to be notified of the 
date and time of the final hearing, along with their final assessment number. Jenna will be busy 
putting these together over the next few weeks with help from Noah, Jared, and Cori. 

Our condolences go out to the family of our past county commissioner, Kay Reiter. Kay passed 
away in February at the age of 71. I had the privilege of working with Kay when she was the 
director of the Sandusky County Economic Development Corporation and later when I was first 
appointed as the County Engineer. 

Congratulations go out to our sign shop 
manager, Perry Hill. Perry retired at the end 
of February after 23 years of service at the 
Sandusky County Engineer’s Office. He took 
over at the sign shop in 2008 and brought it 
to a whole new level. Perry embraced new 
technology and was able to develop the sign 
shop into what it is today. Have fun in your 
retirement, Perry. You will be missed!!!  

 

FROM THE ROAD SUPERINTENDENT 
Snow and ice were very active during January and February this year. We did not get a lot of 
accumulations, but it was enough for us to have to be out on the roads. Like always, the wind was 
a big factor during and after a snow event. It made for a long winter after having next to nothing 
the past two winters. Plow trucks were out thirty (30) times since the first of the year and a total 
of thirty-seven (37) times, and we used approximately 5,000 tons of salt this 2024-2025 winter 
season. This year definitely put a dent in the salt shed supply. Now, it looks like we’re heading in 
the right direction as spring is closing in. Thanks to all the drivers, mechanics, and spare drivers 
for doing a great job this winter! 
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Congratulations to Perry on his retirement! We wish him the best of luck and health as he starts a 
new chapter in his life. Good luck, Perry! You’ll be missed around here. 

~ Miscellaneous Road Work ~

• Perry, Tony, and Cole worked on a new sign grant. We applied for a second grant, which we 
received, and those signs have been ordered. 

• The brush crew was out when the weather allowed between snow events. 
• Completed road inspections for plow damage. 
• Spot berming is being done now that the ground is thawing out. Mailboxes and intersections 

seem to be the areas that need it most. 
• Repairing and cleaning up barricades. 
• Dumping, washing, and doing maintenance on plow trucks. 
• Washing and waxing vehicles and equipment. 
• Potholes filled, as needed. 
 

FROM THE OFFICE MANAGER
Congratulations to Perry Hill on his recent retirement!! Perry did a wonderful job 
maintaining and tracking our signs throughout the county, in addition to all his other 
obligations related to the Sign Shop. I am sure he was a huge help to the townships as well! 
If you didn’t know, Perry is an avid traveler and enjoys spending time with his family. I hope 
his retirement is full of adventures and making new memories! Take care, Perry! 

 Health Insurance:  

 March’s theme: Understanding self-harm. By 
visiting https://www.carelonwellbeing.com/jhp, 
you can learn signs of self-injury and get 
guidance on how to help those who are hurting 
themselves. 

Don’t forget! Your Employee Assistance 
Program (EAP) offers free and confidential help 
for the services listed (right). 

 

 

Income Comparison: 

(Jan) 

2025 - $501,120 
2024 - $506,498 

 

 

Employee Assistance Program (EAP) 
~ Free & Confidential ~ 

~ 5 visits per issue ~  
* Counseling     * Legal & Financial    

* Work & Life 

Call: 877.233.0976 or 
Visit: 

https://www.carelonwellbeing.com/jhp 

Be sure to mention 
 

Rick Eberly March 16th  
Steve Pfeiffer March 19th  
Rick Villarreal March 29th  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

https://www.carelonwellbeing.com/jhp
https://www.carelonwellbeing.com/jhp
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March Holidays, 
Fun Facts, & Folklore 

 March’s name derives from the name of the Roman god of war, Mars. This was because 
March was the time of year that military campaigns resumed after the wintertime. March 
(or Martius) was the first month of the early Roman calendar due to the association of the 
first day of spring with new beginnings. 

 March highlights observances such as Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, 
March Into Literacy Month, National Ag Week, MLB Opening Day, and Pi Day. 

 March 4th is Mardi Gras, or “Fat Tuesday”, which is the final day of feasting before the 
beginning of the 40-day Christian season of Lent on Ash Wednesday (March 5th). 

 Did you know? In some cultures, a weeks-long feasting celebration called Carnival 
takes place before Lent. The name of this celebration comes from the medieval Latin 
phrase carnelevarium which means “to take away or remove meat”. 

 March 17th is Saint Patrick’s Day. This day primarily celebrates the life of St. Patrick, who 
is said to have died on March 17th in the late 5th century. It is also a day to celebrate all 
things Irish, as St. Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. According to legend, St. Patrick 
used a three-leaf shamrock to explain the Holy Trinity, which is why shamrocks or 
clovers are associated with this holiday. 

 March 20th is the first day of spring, a.k.a. the Vernal/Spring Equinox, in the Northern 
Hemisphere. In the Southern Hemisphere, it will mark the first day of fall. On this day, 
the Sun will be directly over the Earth’s equator. 

 

 The full moon in March is known as the “Full Worm 
Moon”, which appears the evening of March 13, 2025. 
This name comes from the earthworms and larvae that 
start to appear during this time of year. This year, it is 
known as the Full Worm “Blood” Moon due to the lunar 
eclipse occurring in the early morning hours on March 
14th turning the moon a rusty red color. Other names for 
March’s moon are the Goose Moon, Sugar Moon, and 
Wind Strong Moon. 
 

 March’s birth flowers are the daffodil and the jonquil, which is a subtype of daffodil. 
 March’s birthstone is the aquamarine. Aquamarine is a type of beryl and is typically blue-

green in color. Romans believed that aquamarine would protect sailors and their travels 
over water. Aquamarine was also believed to calm the wearer and was used for healing. 
An alternative birthstone for March is the bloodstone, which is a dark green stone with 
flecks of red in it that resemble drops of blood. 

 March’s zodiac signs are Pisces (February 19th-March 20th) and Aries (March 21st-April 
19th). 

 Some folklore sayings in March are: “A wet spring, a dry harvest” and “If March comes in 
like a lion, it will go out like a lamb”. 



Self-harm means hurting yourself to deal with emotional 
pain. This can include cutting, burning, or hitting yourself. 
People might do this to feel a sense of relief from their 
emotional struggles.  

Recognizing the signs 

Self-harm is more common among young people.  
Watch for these signs:

•	 Talking about self-harm.

•	 Unhealed scars or wounds.

•	 Increased isolation from friends and family.

•	 Wearing long sleeves even when it’s hot.

•	 Using a lot of bandages.

How to find help 

If someone you know is self-harming, seek help right  
away. A mental health professional may address this 
behavior through:

•	 Professional evaluation: To understand the reasons for 
self-harm. 

•	 Therapy: To learn healthier ways to handle feelings and 
change negative thoughts. 

•	 Family therapy: To address family issues that can  
cause distress.

•	 Medication: To treat other mental health conditions if 
they exist. Medication works best with therapy.
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Finding resources and support 

Understanding self-harm

Call: 877-233-0976

carelonwellbeing.com/jhp

We’re here to help
Your benefits offer 5 free, confidential counseling 
sessions. Our extensive well-being resources are 
available 24/7 at no extra cost to you.

Employee Assistance Program 
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Notes

11th: Bid Openings for 2025 Resurfacing of CR 13/CR 182 & CR 198 projects at Commissioners' Office

18th: Bid Opening for 2025 Resurfacing of Township Roads in Ballville, Jackson, Riley, Sandusky, & Townsend Townships at Sandusky

            Township House

Happy Birthday, 
Rick E.!

Happy Birthday, 
Steve!

Happy Birthday, 
Rick V.!

Jeffrey's First Day!

Bid Openings for 2025 
Resurfacing of CR 13/ 

CR 182 & CR 198

Bid Opening for 2025 
Resurfacing of TRs in BA, 

JA, RY, SA, & TO Twps.

CRice
Highlight




