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FROM THE ENGINEER 
At the OPWC District 5 Executive Committee meeting in November, we received official 
confirmation that we will receive funding for the replacement of the CR 213 bridge over Green 
Creek. My plan is to have the bridge designed in 2025 and construct the bridge during the 2026 
construction season. The project will consist of the complete replacement of the CR 213 bridge, 
eliminating the center pier and the two spans. The new bridge will be a one-span bridge over Green 
Creek with composite prestress box beams with a reinforced concrete deck, similar to the deck on 
the CR 201 bridge. The total project cost is estimated at $1.4 million. In addition to our CR 213 
bridge project, other Sandusky County 
entities were able to receive funding 
from this past round. The other 
projects funded are as follows: 2025 
Hayes-Buckland Street Improvements 
(City of Fremont), 2025 Township 
Road Resurfacing Project (Woodville 
Township-Lead), Elevated Water 
Tank Replacement (Village of 
Woodville), and Grant Street Culvert 
Replacement Project (City of Clyde). 
This was a very successful round of 
funding for Sandusky County. 

We had a couple of township bid openings this past month. First, we had the bid opening for the 
Timpe Road (TR 196) Storm Sewer replacement project in Ballville Township. I’m pretty sure 
this had the most bidders we have ever received since I’ve been doing bid openings in the county. 
We received a total of 13 bids!! (It took me a while to open 13 different bids, LOL!!) The low 
bidder was Great Lakes Demolition Company, LLC from Clyde, Ohio. Their bid was $499,740 
which was $87,260 below the estimate of $587,000. Out of the 13 bidders, only 6 were below the 
Engineer’s Estimate. The other bid opening was for the resurfacing of TR 260 and TR 195 in Green 
Creek Township. The low bidder was M&B Asphalt Co., Inc. out of Tiffin, Ohio. Their bid was 
$274,818 which was just below the Engineer’s Estimate of $285,000. 

This past month, we held our annual Township Trustee meeting in our ready room. We had decent 
participation from the townships with 8 out of the 12 townships represented. We had close to 30 
township trustees and their maintenance workers in attendance. This year’s topics revolved around 
CDL training. Tara invited a gentleman with the Ohio State Highway Patrol Motor Carrier 
Enforcement Unit from Richland County who gave a very informative presentation on CDL 
nuances and dump truck safety tips. We also had a representative from Ohio Local Technical 
Assistance Program (LTAP) give a presentation. LTAP has the online modules to be able to 
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complete the theory part of the CDL training which is available to all local governments in Ohio. 
They also have a multitude of courses and programs to help local governments with various types 
of training. 

Speaking of CDL training, I would like to congratulate Katie for getting her CDL earlier this 
summer, as well as Raffy and Cole for getting their CDLs recently. Just in time, right before winter 
starts. Good job!!! 

I hope that everyone enjoyed Thanksgiving with friends and family. I, for one, had a very nice 
Thanksgiving with all my boys and my wife. However, the Buckeyes ruined the weekend with that 
showing on Saturday afternoon. Let’s hope they look better in the upcoming college football 
playoffs. 

FROM THE ROAD SUPERINTENDENT 
Mowing continues when conditions are suitable. Crews are doing a good job cleaning up the back 
banks over west. Hopefully we have a few cold, frozen days to finish. Matt is also over west with 
the boom mower working on the larger ditches. 

~ Miscellaneous Road Work ~

• Perry, Tony, Cole, and Raffy have been working on a sign grant over west. They have 
been replacing stop ahead and stop signs and resetting signs, if needed. 

• Finished painting X’s for the year since the temperatures have been too cold. Should be 
finished up in the spring. 

• Helped Rice Township with some crack sealing. TR 157 had some very large cracks open 
up this fall. 

• Prepared the plow trucks for the snow season. 
• Repaired guardrails on Tiffin Road, TR 204, TR 231, and TR 233 from the bridge repair 

list. 
• Reset and extended a 24” RCP on CR 106. 
• Kory leveled spoils with the dozer off of 

CR 107. 
• Continuing to haul dirt, when able, from a 

ditch on TR 74. There is some pretty nice 
dirt that we will be able to sift when 
needed. 

• Spot berming around the county. 
 

 

 

 Crack sealing on TR 174 in Rice Township 

Catch basin riser installed at CR 201 & S. River Road 
(left) 
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FROM THE OFFICE MANAGER
    Health Insurance:            Income Comparison: 

(Jan-Oct) 

2024 - $5,271,417 
2023 - $5,180,239 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Employee Assistance Program (EAP) 
~ Free & Confidential ~ 

~ 5 visits per issue ~  
* Counseling     * Legal & Financial    

* Work & Life 

Call: 877.233.0976 or 
Visit: https://www.carelonwellbeing.com/jhp 

Be sure to mention 
 

Tim Below December 6th  25 years 
Carlos Baez December 6th  14 years 
Jim Seibert December 12th  8 years 

   
   
   

 

One of our new ¾ ton pick-up trucks (V #247) 

https://www.carelonwellbeing.com/jhp
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December Holidays, 
Fun Facts, & Folklore 

 December’s name originates from the Latin word decem, which means “ten”. 

 December highlights observances such as Operation Santa Paws, Gift of Sight Month, 
National Volunteers Month, and New Year’s Eve. 

 December 7th is Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, memorializing the day Japanese 
warplanes attacked the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on December 7, 1941. 
This attack provoked the United States to enter into World War II. 

 On December 13th, the Geminid meteor shower will be starting around 9:00 p.m. This is 
the most active meteor shower of the year, with the best viewing around 1:00 a.m. 

 December 21st is the first day of Winter, otherwise known as the Winter Solstice, in the 
Northern Hemisphere. This will mark the shortest day of the year, which will be just 
under 9 hours of daylight. 
 Did you know? In ancient English/Norse times, the winter solstice was known 

as “Yule” or “Yuletide” which celebrated the Sun’s return to longer days. The 
celebration typically included a feast, caroling, drinking, and dancing. 

 December 25th will mark both Christmas Day, the annual Christian observation of Jesus 
Christ’s birth, and the start of Hanukkah, the 8-day Jewish festival of lights, this year. The 
following day, December 26th, will mark the start of Kwanzaa, the week-long African 
American cultural festival. 

 

 The full moon in December is known as the “Full Cold 
Moon”, which will appear in the early morning of 
December 15, 2024. There will also be a “black moon” on 
the 30th, which is what the second New Moon of the 
month is called. Other names for December’s moon are 
the Long Night Moon, Snow Moon, and Moon of the 
Popping Trees (due to the sound of a phenomenon called 
“frost cracking”). 
 

 December’s birth flowers are the holly and the Narcissus (paperwhite). 
 December’s traditional birthstone is turquoise, with alternate birthstones of tanzanite 

and zircon. Turquoise typically appears as an opaque sky-blue color with brown or black 
veins, but can also appear in various shades of green. It is said to symbolize good health, 
happiness, positive energy, and protection. Turquoise was believed to protect those who 
wore it from falling, which is why turquoise was often used on horse bridles. 

 December’s zodiac signs are Sagittarius (November 22nd-December 21st) and Capricorn 
(December 22nd-January 19th). 

 Some folklore sayings in December are: “A fair day in winter is the mother of a storm” and 
“As the day lengthens, the cold strengthens”. 
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Notes

25th: Christmas Day (Holiday)

Jan. 1st: New Year's Day (Holiday)

Congratulations on 
your retirement, Rich!!

Happy Anniversary, 
Tim & Carlos!

Happy Anniversary, 
Jim!
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