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FROM THE ENGINEER 
At the end of October, Tara and I were able to finalize the budget for 2025. The highlights for next 
year’s capital improvement projects are the paving of CR 1, CR 13, CR 182, and CR 198 which is 
about 26 miles of paving. We are able to accomplish this because the CR 1 resurfacing project is 
a federally funded project with the county being responsible for the 20% of the 80/20 split cost. 
We will also be replacing the CR 65 bridge just west of CR 106. At this point, we believe that will 
be a reinforced concrete box instead of a conventional bridge. We will also have our annual 
pavement marking contract. We partnered with the Ohio Turnpike, since they are replacing their 
bridge deck on TR 202 over the Turnpike, to replace the headwalls and wing walls from the TR 
202 culvert under the turnpike. This project was delayed this year due to schedule constraints from 
the Turnpike’s contractor, Mosser Construction. As far as vehicles go, we are still waiting for some 
vehicles that we ordered earlier this year. Those vehicles are: two International tandem dump 
trucks, one 1-ton service truck with outfitting to replace #995, and one new survey pick-up truck 
to replace the survey van (#002). We will also be ordering a new 1-ton truck with outfitting to 
replace #996, as well as replacing the office Explorers. As far as equipment goes, I’m planning to 
replace the big excavator, the skid steer, and the air compressor. We are also looking at getting 
quotes for installing a cover building over the sifted dirt pile. If it works out, our forces will be 
installing the foundation work for this building. 2025 looks to be another busy year!!! 

Our bridge program was audited by the County Engineers Association of Ohio (CEAO) this past 
month. About every five years, CEAO sends their bridge quality assurance/quality control 
(QA/QC) consultant to check 
every county’s bridge program 
across the state. This year, they 
picked seven or eight of the worst 
bridges in our county to check to 
make sure we are inspecting them 
correctly. They also make sure all 
of the paperwork is up to date and 
in compliance with state and 
federal regulations. In summary, 
we performed very well with the 
audit. The only suggestion was 
that we need to include more 
pictures in the state bridge inspection program called “AssetWise”. Kudos to Rick for helping me 
with the bridge inspections and the bridge program overall. We currently have 261 bridges in our 
inventory with over 85% of them rated at 7 or better (out of 9). 
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On October 1st, ODOT had an open 
house meeting for the roundabout 
project on the east side of the bypass. 
The meeting was held at the Job and 
Family Services conference room on 
Countryside Drive. I felt that the open 
house was very well attended with 
over 55 residents in attendance. 
ODOT felt that the overall response 
from most property owners was 
positive and that most people were 
just confused with the location of the 
project and the need for it. Once these 
concerns were answered and 
explained, most people agreed with 

the improvements. Some people are going to be totally against roundabouts no matter what, so 
they had a few people that were opposed to the project. Personally, I believe it is needed since I 
strongly believe that the CR 198/CR 229 intersection with the bypass is very dangerous. I believe 
that because of the sheer number of accidents and near-misses that we see at this intersection. Over 
the past seven years, there have been over twenty (20) crashes, including three (3) fatalities, at this 
intersection. With the current safety funding in place, the design, right-of-way, and environmental 
commitments will be completed in 2025, and construction of the roundabout will take place over 
the 2026 construction season. Due to this project, the intersection of CR 198/CR 229 with the 
bypass will be permanently closed. For more information about the project, visit the project 
website at: https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/projects/projects/112222. 

On October 4th, 2024, we had one of the most emotional retirement parties in recent memory. Our 
beloved assistant road superintendent, Mark Auxter, finally made the decision to retire. I know it 
wasn’t an easy decision for Mark personally, but with 
help from his family (wife and daughter), he made the 
difficult decision to call it quits after 42 years at the 
Sandusky County Engineer’s Office. Mark will be 
dearly missed, as he was a very dependable and loyal 
employee. Mark always had everyone’s best interest 
at heart and always made everyone around him feel 
good. We know for a fact that he loved his job which 
is why it wasn’t an easy decision for him to retire. We 
wish Mark and his family a very happy retirement and 
wish him well in all his future endeavors.  

Tara and I had our annual health insurance meeting with our insurance broker. We have been lucky 
with our health insurance premiums not increasing the last few years. However, this year we 
received a really big surprise when they announced a 5% reduction in our health insurance 
premiums for 2025. For as long as I’ve been around, I don’t ever remember a decrease in 

Image courtesy of The News-Messenger 
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premiums, but we’ll take it. This 5% reduction will be passed down to the employees and it will 
reflect on the monthly premiums. Obviously, we must be doing something right, so please keep it 
up. Make sure you are getting your yearly checkups and maintain a healthy lifestyle. 

FROM THE ROAD SUPERINTENDENT 
First off, I would like to congratulate Mark on his retirement. Mark is a great person, an excellent 
employee, and a great friend. Congrats Mark, and I wish you only the best as you start this new 
chapter in your life! You will be missed. 

Mowing continues around the county. Our crews have had 
excellent conditions lately for mowing. The farmers have 
worked nonstop to get their fields off, which greatly helped 
our crews. With the crops being off and dry conditions, the 
mowers have been able to get a lot of the back banks again 
this year. The east side is pretty well wrapped up. We will 
be moving back to the west side to work on the back banks 
next. Matt is also continuing with the boom mower. He is 
in the Woodville Township and Madison Township areas 
working his way to the south. 

Dirt work on CR 147 has been the big project as of late. The 
crew worked on 

placing dirt on the back side of the berm and shoulder areas. 
Our dirt sifter also got a good workout with this project. 
With the sifted dirt, it made hand work a little easier to 
handle. The dirt work has been completed and the crew did 
a great job. Hopefully traffic stays out of it. Yeah, right!  

 

~ Miscellaneous Road Work ~

• Repaired guardrail on Muskellunge Creek Road. 
• Repaired tile on CR 1. 
• Repaired concrete decks on the Miles Newton Bridge and the Ballville Bridge. 
• Removed two dead trees on CR 260. 
• Cleaned up a large tree limb that fell on Tiffin Road during those strong winds. 
• Mowed areas around town. 
• Monument boxes and survey points are still being painted for next year’s flyover. Spots 

are still being located by Dean. The crew, with the help of the townships, are working on 
the State Highways. 

• Potholes filled, as needed. 
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FROM THE OFFICE MANAGER
Congratulations to Mark Auxter on his recent retirement!! Mark unselfishly served the 
residents of Sandusky County and the Sandusky County Engineer(s) for 42 years! His 
dedication, work ethic and sense of humor will be greatly missed! I hope he is finally making 
time for himself! 

Health Insurance:  

Our health insurance rates have gone down 
by 5% for 2025 AND our benefits are 
remaining the same! Due to us not having 
large claims, we were able to receive this 
reduction. As Carlos has explained in the 
past, please continue to take care of yourself 
with annual checkups and seeing a doctor as 
needed!  

The 2025 payroll deductions are as follows: 

Employee Only - $30.78 
Employee & Spouse - $76.95 
Employee & Children - $69.29 
Family - $100.03 

 

 

 

Income Comparison: 

(Jan-Sept) 

2024 - $4,721,155 
2023 - $4,622,570 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Employee Assistance Program (EAP) 
~ Free & Confidential ~ 

~ 5 visits per issue ~  
* Counseling     * Legal & Financial    

* Work & Life 

Call: 877.233.0976 or 
Visit: https://www.carelonwellbeing.com/jhp 

Be sure to mention 
 

Rick Eberly November 1st  3 years 
Katie Hovis November 6th  1 year 

Jenna Sommers November 8th  20 years 
Patrick Colston November 29th  3 years 

   
   

 

https://www.carelonwellbeing.com/jhp
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Work History by Mark Auxter 
January 1979 – Started working at Seneca County and I worked there for 3 ½ years. When I 

left, I made $3.25/hr. 

October 1982 – Hired by Bud Orndorff at Sandusky County Engineer with a starting pay of 
$5.00/hr. Started on the plow route in 1982 and had that route to this day (42 
years). 

 Worked as Highway Maintenance personnel. Started on the culvert crew around 
1984 with Mike Pitchford, Jim Stein, Jan Dorr, and Tiny Orndorff. 

   1985 – Started as back-up operator for Mike Pitchford on the Drott excavator. 

   1987 – Became full-time operator on the Drott excavator. Mike Pitchford became 
Foreman. Got the new CAT excavator. 

 Over the years, I had excavated bridges, culverts, and ditches. 

   2011 – Became the Assistant Road Superintendent with Chad Fisher. 

 Worked for three (3) County Engineers: 

o Don Shaffer 
o Jim Moyer 
o Carlos Baez 

 Worked for ten (10) Road Superintendents. 

 Operated five (5) different plow trucks. 

 Operated five (5) different excavators. 

o Operating the excavator was always my comfort zone. 

 Steve Pfeiffer became Excavator Operator in the spring of 2024. 
 

Being Assistant Road Superintendent was the best job, being with Carlos, 
Chad, and all Sandusky County Engineer employees past and present. 
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November Holidays, 
Fun Facts, & Folklore 

 November’s name originates from the Latin word novem, which means “nine”. 

 November highlights observances such as Military Family Month, Adoption Month, 
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead), and Black 
Friday. 

 November 3rd, at 2:00 AM, is the end of Daylight Saving Time (DST) which is when we 
set our clocks back one hour. 
 Did you know? DST was first conceptualized by Benjamin Franklin in 1784 as a 

way to save candles, but it did not go into effect until 1918 to conserve electricity 
during World War I. Once the war was over, DST was dropped and became a 
local option. During World War II, DST (“War Time”) was year-round for three 
years. After WWII, it went back to local option. DST went back-and-forth over 
the next few decades, but the DST that is still in effect today was due to Congress 
passing the Energy Act of 2005 which went into effect in 2007. 

 November 11th is Veterans Day, which honors all who served in the U.S. military, living 
and deceased, in wartime or peacetime. Veterans Day is distinct from Memorial Day, 
which remembers those who died while serving the United States. 

 November 28th is Thanksgiving Day which has been celebrated on the fourth Thursday of 
November since 1941. The first Thanksgiving observed as a holiday in the U.S. was on 
Thursday, November 26, 1789, by proclamation of President George Washington to 
celebrate the conclusion of the American Revolution and ratification of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

 

 The full moon in November is known as the “Full Beaver 
Moon”, which will appear on the afternoon of November 
15, 2024. This will be the final Supermoon this year! 
November’s full moon is called “Beaver Moon” because 
beavers finish preparing their winter shelters and have 
thicker winter-ready fur during this time. Other names 
for November’s moon are Frost Moon, Digging/ 
Scratching Moon, and Deer Rutting Moon. 
 

 November’s birth flower is the chrysanthemum. 
 November’s birthstone is the topaz. Pure topaz is actually colorless, but it can come in 

many different colors such as orange, red, pink, violet, blue, green, or, most commonly, 
yellow and brown. It is said to symbolize honor, strength, and wisdom. Ancient Greeks 
believed that wearing topaz would make them invisible. 

 November’s zodiac signs are Scorpio (October 23rd-November 21st) and Sagittarius 
(November 22nd-December 20th). 

 Some folklore sayings in November are: “Ice in November brings mud in December” and 
“If trees show buds in November, the winter will last until May”. 
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Notes
11th: Veterans Day (Holiday)

19th: Bid Opening for Timpe Road Storm Sewer at Ballville Township House

25th: Bid Opening for 2025 Resurfacing of TR 260 & TR 195 at Green Creek Township House

28th - 29th: Thanksgiving (Holiday)

Bid Opening for 
2025 Resurfacing 

of TR 260 & TR 195

Bid Opening for
Timpe Road Storm 

Sewer

Happy Anniversary, 
Rick E.!

Happy Anniversary, 
Katie!

Happy Anniversary, 
Jenna!

Happy 
Anniversary, 

Patrick!




