
Sandusky & Ottawa Counties 

Wolf Creek Joint County Ditch #143

Sandusky & Ottawa Counties

Wolf Creek #232
Joint County Ditch Petition

First Hearing June 18, 2024



Petition Process

Å The Wolf Creek #232 Ditch Petition was filed on November 27, 2023

Å The View was held on March 19, 2024, here at this same location.

Å Today is the First Hearing

Å There will be a 30 day appeal process after the order today.  

Å If approved, after the 30 day appeal, we will start the survey and gathering information for the design of 

the ditch only as needed in addition of the information we already have from the previous petition.  If 

dismissed the process will be over unless appealed. (This process could vary in time. There are 4 other 

projects ahead of this one)

Å The Engineers Office will file the appropriate paperwork with ODNR and the commissioners.  After all 

is approved you will receive an estimated assessment along with the date of the final hearing in the mail.

Å Note this will be an estimated assessment and your final assessment can never be higher than the 

estimate. 

Å Final Hearing (TBA)

Å 30 day appeal process

Å Construction 



There are about 1,200 parcels in the Wolf Creek Watershed. Approximately 275 in Ottawa 

County and 925 in Sandusky County. 

Wolf Creek is approximately 13 miles long, with Ottawa County having around

8.25 miles and Sandusky County having around 4.75 miles.

Wolf Creek has been petitioned three times before, according to Sandusky County records. 

The first time was in 1904 when it was petitioned as the Harr John Ditch, again in 1947 as 

Wolfe Creek but was then dismissed in 1949 and the 3rd time was in 2014 and it was dismissed in 2022.

The petitioned Wolf Creek has approximately 8500 acres in its watershed, with

Sandusky County having around 5000 acres and Ottawa County having around 3500 acres. 

Wolf Creek #232 Ditch Petition Facts



If The Board of County Commissioners Finds:

Å That the improvement is necessary

Å Conducive to the public welfare 

Å Reasonably certain that the cost will  be less than the 

benefits

Criteria for Granting a Petition



Ottawa County  Watershed

Wolf Creek Ditch Petition

Sandusky County Watershed

Wolf Creek #232 Ditch Petition Watershed Boundary Line



Wolf Creek #232 Ditch Petition LIDAR



Wolf Creek #232 Ditch Petition Sandusky County Watershed Boundary Line
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The elevation of Gibsonburg at the intersection of State 

Route 300 and State Route 600 is approximately 685ft 

falling to 657ft at the intersection of State Route 300 and 

County Road 85.  In that 1 mile stretch the ground 

elevation falls off 28 feet.  The Elevation at the 

Ottawa/Sandusky County line along Wolf Creek is 613ft.  

That means there are at least 72 feet of fall in the 7.1-

mile stretch.  As you can see from the chart below the 

grade falls off at the county line.  This means all the 

water rushes down and then the flow slows down right at 

the county line. This is why the petition process exists. 

The law states anyone draining to the project, helps pay 

for the project. Just because you may not see any water 

problems on your land does not mean that there are not 

problems with your water on someone else's land.



Wolf Creek #232 Ditch Petition Ottawa County Watershed Boundary Line
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The elevation at the county line is 613 feet and the elevation at the Portage River is 569 feet. So Ottawa County 

has a fall of 45 feet in the 8.2-mile stretch.  Wolf Creek has over 117 ft of fall in the drainage area.



Starting Point

The Wolf Creek  Petition states the project will begin at a point on the 

existing open ditch, approximately 1,330 feet east, then 240 feet north of the 

northeast corner of Section 11, Woodville Township, Sandusky County.



Wolf Creek in Sandusky 

County From the start of 

the Petition to Township 

Road 62
Elevation is 644

Elevation is 636

Approximately 2,075 feet from start to TR 62



Looking Southwest

Looking Northeast

Looking at Wolf Creek in Sandusky County 

From Township Road 62
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Wolf Creek in Sandusky County From Township Road 62 to County Road 66

Elevation is 636

Elevation is 632

2,850 feet from TR 62 to CR 66



Looking West Looking East

Looking at Wolf Creek in Sandusky County 

From County Road 66
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Looking at Wolf Creek in Sandusky County 

From County Road 66 to State Route 20

Elevation is 632

Elevation is 630

1,600 feet from CR 66 to SR 20



Looking Northeast

Looking Southwest

Looking at Wolf Creek in Sandusky County 

From State Route 20
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Looking at Wolf Creek in Sandusky County 

From State Route 20 to Township Road 70

Elevation is 627

Elevation is 632

1,960 feet from SR 20 to TR 70



Looking Northeast

Looking Southwest

Looking at Wolf Creek in Sandusky County 

From Township Road 70



Looking at Wolf 

Creek in Sandusky 

County From 

Township Road 70 to 

Township Road 74

Elevation is 627

Elevation is 622

4,075 feet from TR 70 to TR 74



Looking Northeast

Looking Southwest

Looking at Wolf Creek in Sandusky County 

From Township Road 74



Looking South 

Looking North 

Looking at Wolf Creek in Sandusky County 

From Township Road 133



Looking at Wolf Creek in Sandusky 

County From Township Road 74 to 

Township Road 133 back to  Township 

Road 74

Elevation is 622

Elevation is 621

Elevation is 620

1,035 feet from TR 74 to TR 74



Looking Northwest

Looking Southeast

Looking at Wolf Creek in Sandusky County 

From Township Road 74



Looking at Wolf Creek in 

Sandusky County From 

Township Road 74 back to 

Township Road 70

Elevation is 617

Elevation is 620

4,910 feet from TR 74 to TR 70



Looking East

Looking West

Looking at Wolf Creek in Sandusky County 

From Washington Township Road 70



Looking at Wolf Creek in Sandusky County 

From Washington Township Road 70

Flooding in the Area Indicated by the Map Below

Pics Provided by Deborah Johlin-Bach from a previous date


