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FROM THE ENGINEER 
The month of April 2024 was highlighted by the most anticipated event, the Total Solar Eclipse. 
Even though the crowds and the anticipated traffic jams did not amount to much, it was still a 
spectacular event. We should all feel very fortunate to have been able to experience something like 
this in Sandusky County. There have been total solar eclipses that passed through the United States 
in the past. However, according to historical sources, the last total solar eclipse in northwest Ohio 
was in 1806. The next solar eclipse in our area is supposed to happen in 2099. So, this event is 
extremely rare around here. Hopefully everyone had a chance to see it and enjoy it as much as I 
did. I would like to thank Lisa Kuelling and Ashley Mathews at EMA, as well as Peggy Courtney 
and her team at the Visitors Bureau, for all of their hard work preparing us for this event. 

We had three different bid openings for township paving projects. The first two projects’ bids were 
opened on the same night at the Ballville Township House. The first was the annual township 
OPWC project with Ballville Township as the lead. The lowest bidder was M&B Asphalt out of 
Tiffin, Ohio with their bid of $734,119.00, which was 1.82% above the engineer’s estimate. The 
townships participating in this contract are: Ballville (lead), Green Creek, Riley, Sandusky, 
Townsend, and York. The next project was the 2024 Resurfacing of Various Roads in the 
Townships of Ballville (lead), Green Creek, Jackson, Rice, Riley, Sandusky, York, & City of 
Fremont. The lowest bidder was also M&B Asphalt with their bid of $1,093,004.50, which was 
7.68% higher than the estimate. The last project was bid the following night at the Woodville 
Township House for the 2024 Resurfacing of Various Township Roads in Madison, Washington, 
and Woodville (lead) Townships. The lowest bidder was M&B Asphalt, again, with their bid of 
$775,926.00, which was 9.28% higher than the estimate. Overall, the prices of asphalt per ton on 
these township projects are about 8% higher than they were last year. 

We had two first hearings for different joint ditch petitions this past month. The first one was for 
the 3-county joint ditch petition of Packer Creek. This hearing was held in Wood County at their 
county fairgrounds, which was very well attended. We estimated that over 200 people came to this 
hearing. This is a very long, and possibly complicated, project that starts in Wood County, goes 
through the town of Genoa, and eventually drains into the Toussaint River in Ottawa County. All 
nine commissioners from the three counties involved voted to approve the project, moving forward 
with survey and design of the project. Packer Creek is located within Wood and Ottawa Counties, 
however, Sandusky County has less than 400 acres draining into this creek. The second first 
hearing we had was for the 2-county joint ditch petition of Racoon Creek. This hearing was held 
here in our ready room, and it wasn’t very well attended. This creek is located within Sandusky 
County starting in York Township about a half mile north of the county line with Seneca County, 
close to TR 276, and drains into the outlet of the Alley Ditch on TR 260, just south of TR 183. All 
six commissioners from Sandusky and Seneca Counties voted to approve this petition and move 
forward with survey and design of the project. 
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We have just finished putting together our regional Safe Routes for All plan. We have been 
working with Tool Design as our consultant. Together with the Lucas, Wood, and Ottawa County 
Engineers, we have put together The Northwest Ohio Regional Safety Action Plan, which will 
become an application for federal funding for safety projects in our area. Several different locations 
in our county were identified for future projects. One of these locations, identified as a priority, 
was West State Street from Front Street in Fremont to the US 6/SR 53 bypass. Another location 
identified as a possible project was SR 53 from North Street to the Turnpike to allow pedestrians 
and bicycles to safely travel along this corridor. The application is due to the Federal Highway 
Administration by May 16, 2024. More updates will be coming in the next few months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE ROAD SUPERINTENDENT 
Between Mark and Steve, they cleaned approximately 4,000 feet of ditch along CR 44 north from 
the Turnpike. The dirt still needs to be leveled. From there, the excavator moved to the intersection 
of CR 147 and CR 82 where we extended a 48” RCP culvert under CR 147. Carlos is looking to 
widen and pave CR 147 this summer. Now the excavator is working on cleaning the ditch along 
CR 82 to the south of that intersection. Eric, Travis, Jimmy, and Matt worked on a project on CR 
89. The first part of the project was cleaning approximately 1,600 feet of ditch. Then, they extended 
a couple of driveways, reset a tile under one of the driveways, and replaced a tile under another 
driveway. This should make a good improvement for drainage in this area. 

Recently, we rented a different type of cracksealer. The mixture is pretty much cracksealer 
mixed with aggregate. On Miles Newton Bridge, we were having some trouble with concrete 

A few snapshots of the 
Total Solar Eclipse on 
April 8, 2024. (left) 

 

Practicing chest 
compressions during 
CPR/AED training. 

(below) 
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breaking out and cold mix not really holding. So, we tried this material that DJL recommended. 
It was definitely a job. Since it has aggregate in it, you had to use buckets to place the material. 
There was no wand like with regular cracksealer. So far, the material has held up. Since we had a 
pallet of this material, we also did multiple spots on the State Street Bridge as well. 

~ Miscellaneous Road Work ~ 

• Moved the excavator to the fairgrounds to get rid of some 
concrete footer as well as to dig out a large tree stump. 

• Removed plows and salters from the trucks and put them 
away for the season. 

• Finished cracksealing on CR 89. 
• Repaired a catch basin on CR 260. 
• Hydroseeded ditches on CR’s 44, 65, 89, 229, and 247. 
• Removed a tree on CR 41 as well as a few trees on CR 65. 
• Matt is working on boom mowing. A lot of the west side 

of the county has been done. 
• Began mowing around town and trying to keep up with it. 
• Spot berming, as needed. 
• Potholes filled, as needed. 

 

 

FROM THE OFFICE MANAGER
Health Insurance:  

Hope everyone enjoyed our health insurance presentation at the employee meeting! As Jaclyn 
mentioned, we are very fortunate to have our grandfathered plan. Please be sure to take Carlos’ 
advice and schedule those annual check-ups to keep yourself healthy! 

This month on carelonwellbeing.com/jhp, you can read articles about mental health. You can learn 
how to reduce stress at work, how to turn your home into a mental health haven, or how heading 
outside and exploring nature has mental health benefits. I can totally see that! I love being 
outdoors! At least when the weather is cooperating! Maybe we all should take some time this 
month and explore a new outdoor spot… don’t forget to pack a lunch!

Income Comparison: 

(Jan-Mar) 

2024 - $1,585,701 
2023 - $1,518,549

 

Dean Silva May 22nd  
 

Jimmy Sanford May 22nd  29 years 
 

Mowing on CR 268 (above) 

Ditch cleaning along CR 44 
(right) 

https://www.carelonwellbeing.com/jhp
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Holidays in May 

May 1: Mother Goose 
May 2: Prayer 
May 3: Paranormal 
May 4: Star Wars 
May 5: Cinco de Mayo 
May 6: No Diet 
May 7: Teachers 
May 8: No Socks 
May 9: Moscato 
May 10: Shrimp 
May 11: Archery 
May 12: Mother’s 
May 13: Top Gun 
May 14: Underground America 
May 15: Asphalt 
May 16: Barbecue 

May 17: Mushroom Hunting 
May 18: Learn to Swim 
May 19: World Baking 
May 20: World Bee 
May 21: Talk Like Yoda 
May 22: Solitaire 
May 23: Taffy 
May 24: Road Trip 
May 25: Missing Children 
May 26: Paper Airplane 
May 27: Memorial 
May 28: World Hunger 
May 29: Flip Flop 
May 30: Hole in my Bucket 
May 31: Heat Awareness 
Bonus: Mental Health Month 
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June 2024

Happy Birthday, Dean!

Happy Anniversary, 
Jimmy!

Bid Opening for 
2024 Pavement 

Marking

Notes
28th: Bid Opening for 2024 Pavement Marking at Commissioners' Office

https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/2024.html
https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/2025.html
https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/
https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/



