
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Wasn’t the Wolf Creek Petition was dismissed? 

o This is a new petition for Wolf Creek. The 2016 Wolf Creek Petition was dismissed on September 

6th, 2022. The fact that the previous petition was dismissed did not stop the flooding issues along the 

creek. The intent of this new project is to take into consideration the comments and concerns brought 

up by the property owners during the previous petition. This project aims to alleviate extended flood 

periods with more efficient channel cross sections, where needed, and provide a corridor for cost 

effective future maintenance with minimal property impacts, where feasible. The design, surveys, and 

reports provided by the county engineers on the previous petition will be used as much as possible for 

this project in order to minimize the design cost. 

 

Why am I involved with the Wolf Creek Project? 

o Your property is located within the watershed of Wolf Creek. 

What is a watershed? 

o A watershed is the area of land where all of the water that drains off of it goes into the same place—a 

river, stream or lake. 

o The State of Ohio is divided into 2 major watersheds (Lake Erie and Ohio River). Each of these 

watersheds is divided into smaller watersheds. Some of the significant ones in this area are the 

Portage River, the Sandusky River and the Maumee River. Each of these watersheds is divided into 

even smaller watersheds. The Portage River has many smaller watershed areas that feed into it. Wolf 

Creek is one of these. 2 of the other smaller watersheds that feed into the Portage River are located on 

either side of the Wolf Creek watershed area. They are Sugar Creek and Nine Mile Creek. Both of 

these watersheds have major portions of their watershed area currently paying into Ditch Maintenance 

for projects similar to this one. 

 

Where is Wolf Creek located? 

o The upper end (highest point in the ditch) of this project is approximately 1,450 feet NE of the 

crossover at State Route 300 (north of Gibsonburg). This area is the drainage outlet for the east part of 

the Village of Gibsonburg and some of the surrounding area. It travels toward the Portage River in a 

generally northerly and easterly direction crossing crossing under US 20 east of State Route 51, 

crossing under the Ohio Turnpike, turning along the south side of Elmore-Eastern Road in Ottawa 

County near State Route 590 and crossing under State Route 590, then heading toward the Portage 

River where it ends about a mile west of State Route 19 near Oak Harbor. 

 

How does my water get to the project area? 

o If you are in the watershed area, your water gets to Wolf Creek (and eventually to the Portage River 

and Lake Erie) through many different pathways. The most visible and obvious way is through 

surface drainage. This includes water that drains off of yard areas, roofs, driveways, parking areas, 

streets, agricultural and undeveloped land areas, out of quarries and pond areas to name a few. The 

water travels to the project as sheet drainage across the ground, is collected into swales, ditches, catch 

basins and storm sewers, overflow pipes, etc. until it reaches Wolf Creek. 



 

o Water also travels in the watershed through underground permeable soil and rock fissures and is 

collected and moves underground. This water moves up and down and is the water that enters the 

streams or channels in the watershed through the sides and bottom of the channels. This also includes 

water collected by underground field tiles which aid in removing the subsurface water more 

efficiently. Once in the channel or drainage system, this water joins the water drained from the surface 

and travels to the outlet of the stream. 

 

 

What is the View? 

o On the date established for the view of a proposed improvement, the county engineer or its designated 

representative shall present an overview of the proposed improvement, using methods and means that 

the board of county commissioners determines will adequately inform those attending the view about 

the proposed improvement's location. 

 

What happens at the First Hearing? 

At the First Hearing the County Engineer’s form Ottawa and Sandusky will have a preliminary report 

including a preliminary estimate of the project. At the conclusion of the first hearing, the board shall 

vote to determine whether to proceed with the project survey and design or to dismiss the petition, 

taking into consideration the petition, the preliminary report, and comments on the proposed 

improvement. 


