ROAD REPORT

The Official Newsletter of the Sandusky County Engineer
Carlos A. Baez Sr., P.E., P.S.

No. 7 July 2023

FROM THE ENGINEER

This past month, we had the final ODOT inspection of the SAN CR 57 bridge project, which is
now open to traffic after being closed for the removal and replacement of the prestress box beams
and guardrail. ODOT’s inspection passed with flying colors. The beams, the walls, the guardrail,
and the new pavement look great. Kudos to everyone involved with the project! This was a very
nice improvement. After our guys were done with this bridge, we started the rehabilitation of the
TR 398 bridge over the Bartson Ditch. Knowing that Sandusky Township was going to pave the
road this year, I decided to rehab the deck on this bridge. The shoulders leading up to this bridge
on all four corners were not up to standard. Therefore, we brought in dirt from our yard and built
up the shoulders, especially on the west side of the road. New rip-rap was also installed on all four
corners. Our guys removed the old wood decking, repaired the existing steel beams, and cleaned
the beam seats. We installed a brand-new wood deck, waterproofed the bridge, and installed new
guardrail. Then, M&B Asphalt paved the road and the bridge as part of the township’s paving
contract. This was another great improvement to this road and bridge. I heard very nice
compliments from some of the neighbors around the bridge.

Some of the paving projects that started in June but carried over to July are now completed. We
have finalized the contract with M&B Asphalt for the paving of CR 198, CR 232, CR 259, and CR
265. The paint striping has been completed, and the RPM’s have been installed. We have also
finalized the contract with Erie Blacktop for the paving of CR 247 and CR 308, including a portion
of 308 in the City of Bellevue. Erie’s sub-contractors finished the paint striping and installing the
RPM’s. We are in the process of closing out this project. Dean and his survey crew have been busy
installing monument boxes around the county roads, township roads, and some state routes. So far,
they have installed about 20 monument boxes to date.

This past month, we’ve been gathering information for this year’s township OPWC application for
paving next year. This year’s application is for the east side of the county with Ballville Township
as the lead. The rest of the townships involved are Sandusky, Riley, Green Creek, Townsend, and
York. We help the townships every year with their application and with all their paving needs. We
measure the roads, collect traffic counts, and give them an official Engineer’s Estimate (P.E.
stamped) for their application. We will also have our own OPWC application for paving CR 64
and CR 66 next year. This year’s OPWC applications are due to our office by Friday, September
8, 2023.

Our environmental consultant, Lawhon & Associates Inc., completed the full mussel survey and
relocation for the SAN CR 201 bridge project. They were able to find over 200 live mussels within
roughly 100 feet upstream and downstream of the bridge project. They found a total of 12 species
of native mussels, and they were relocated about ¥4 mile upstream from the bridge. The idea behind
this is that the mussels will eventually come back to where they were originally found after 5 to
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10 years. All of the relocation efforts were coordinated with the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources, Division of Wildlife. This past month, I was also able to meet with the office of Ohio
Scenic Rivers, since this project needs to be coordinated with them. At this point, we are finalizing
the detailed design plans. We are also waiting on approval from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
for the construction work in the river.

Replacement of the wood deck on
the TR 398 bridge. (above)
Mussel survey being
conducted by the SAN
CR 201 bridge. (below)

V#227 & V #232 in the parade celebrating
Clyde Firefighter Department’s 150"
Anniversary on July 15, 2023. (above)



FROM THE ROAD SUPERINTENDENT

The TR 398 bridge work has been completed, other than seeding and strawing. The crew started
off by replacing approximately 200 feet of 8-inch pipe on the southwest side of the project. They
proceeded on hauling dirt to build up the shoulders on all four corners of the bridge, which was a
great improvement. Plus, this helped get rid of some fill in the yard. Lastly, the crew removed the
old wood deck, did some grinding on the I-beams, and installed the new wood deck. The removal
and installation took about four days to complete. We will be back this fall to finish up the dirt
work and seed it. Job well done everyone!

Mowing continues on our roadsides. The crews have just finished up on the east side of the county
and have started back on the west side. This year seems to have been a lot like last year where the
conditions have been good for growth. The grass and weed growth have not slowed down, which
means we don’t get a break in between mowing rounds. We have been trying to keep up with
mowing the town route as well. Keep up the good work!

~ Miscellaneous Road Work ~

Replaced a culvert on CR 13 west of
SR 12. A hole developed in the

e Multiple guys gave Dean a hand with o
installing monument boxes on roads

to be paved this year (TR 14, 42, &
170).

Waterproofed the Christy Road
bridge prior to M&B Asphalt paving
over it.

Dug out radius at Tucker and
Buckland to add a wider paved
radius.

Graded dirt and installed a catch
basin riser at the Fairgrounds.

FROM THE OFFICE MANAGER

Income Comparison:
(Jan - June)

2023 - $3,054,412
2022 - $3,060,148

middle of the road, which was also
paved.

Repaired tiles on CR 198, CR 268,
and CR 294.

Spot paved a section of TR 9 where
our excavator damaged the road
during some bridge and ditch work.
Spot paved on CR 177 where a tile
was repaired.

Cleaned up some brush and tree
branches after a storm.
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—~HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! -
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Cori Rice July 15%
Brian King July 30™
Matt Wonderly August 28"
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~“HAPPY A\TNIVERSARY!T

Tony Miller July 5™ 12 years
Rich Randolph July 16% 33 years
Travis Arter July 18" 7 years
Matt Wonderly July 18" 7 years
Dean Silva July 231 44 years
Tara Shanahan July 24 6 years
Kory Keegan August 11" 9 years
Rick Villarreal ~ August 12" 27 years
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August 17: Thrift Shop

August 18: Fajita
August 23: Sponge Cake

August 19: Geocaching
August 20: Radio
August 21: Spumoni
August 22: Tooth Fairy
August 24: Waffle
August 25: Banana Split
August 26: Toilet Paper
August 27: Lottery
August 28: Bow Tie

August 4: Coast Guard Birthday

August 2: Ice Cream Sandwich
August 5: Sandcastle

August 3: Watermelon
August 6: Root Beer Float
August 7: Purple Heart

August 8: Pickleball
August 12: Vinyl Record

August 1: Play Ball
August 9: Book Lovers
August 10: S'‘mores
August 11: Hip Hop
August 13: Lefthanders

August 30: Frankenstein

August 29: Sports
August 31: Trail Mix
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August 14: Navajo Code Talkers

August 15: Relaxation

Bonus: Golf Month

August 16: Roller Coaster
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