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FROM THE ENGINEER

As has been the norm for the last few years, we started the construction season with some
miscellaneous concrete work. This year, it was the removal and repairs of curbs and sidewalks
on our three biggest bridges. We had Smith Paving & Excavating, Inc. out of Norwalk perform
the work on the bridges. Most of the construction took place on the Hayes Avenue Bridge, better
known as the “Miles Newton Bridge”. Smith Paving removed and repaired all of the deteriorated
sidewalk, curb, and even fixed some areas of the concrete deck. The State Street Bridge only
needed repair on a 30’ stretch of curb on the north side of the bridge. The work on the Ballville
Bridge consisted of the repair of all four corners of the curb against the expansion joints. We are
having B&W Welding make some steel plates to weld onto all four corners of the bridge on the
expansion joints to complete the work. We were able to keep the bridges open during
construction, closing only one lane at a time. Our guys did a great job setting up the zones and
maintaining traffic as needed throughout the job. There’s still some work to do on the deck of the
Ballville Bridge and will require the bridge to be closed for a few days. I will include this work
in next year’s budget.

We had three bid openings this past month, one for our paving contracts and two for the
townships’ paving contracts. We opened bids for the paving of CR 198, CR 232, CR 259, and
CR 265. In this contract, we also included roads for Sandusky Township and Rice Township.
The low bidder was M&B Asphalt out of Tiffin, OH. They came in about 4% higher than the
estimate at $1,512,849.25. We also had the bid opening of the townships’ OPWC contract. The
townships included in this year’s contract are: Jackson, Madison, Rice, Scott, Washington and
Woodpville (Lead). The low bidder for that contract was also M&B Asphalt. They came in just
below the estimate at $698,622.30. That same night, we also had a bid opening for a paving
contract between Woodville, Madison, and Washington Townships. The low bid on that contract
was M&B Asphalt as well, and they came in about 3% higher than the estimate at $304,609.00.
We will have a few more bid openings in May. One will be our second paving contract for CR
247 and CR 308, where we have also invited the City of Bellevue to go in with us to pave their
portion of CR 308. We will also have the bid opening for our yearly pavement marking contract.
This year, we will switch the pavement marking paint from polyester to regular water-based
paint. Last year, the polyester paint that we have used for years became cost prohibited.

The contractor for the SAN CR 57 bridge superstructure replacement project, R&I Construction
out of Tiffin, OH, has given us a tentative date for setting the new beams. As of now, they are
thinking June 21 as the date to set the new beams. Due to the parameters set by the federal grant
that we received, we are responsible for the removal of the existing beams and for getting the
walls and beam seats ready to set the new beams. Chad, Mark, and I have been in
communications with the crane company, Capital City, as well as the sawing company that will
be saw cutting and coring all of the beams so that we can remove them. We are going to reuse
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the existing beams as a new deck/floor to place our clean dirt and fill in the back of our new
facility. Rich, Noah, and I met with ODOT to go over the construction and schedule of the SAN
CR 201 replacement project. Our consultant, DGL Consulting Engineers, pointed out that during
their inspection of the pier caps, they found more deterioration than we had anticipated.
Therefore, all 3 pier caps are going to be rebuilt with this project. In order to rebuild the pier
caps, the contractor will need to get in the water and build some platforms to work off of. We
need to get certain environmental inspections and clearance from the US Army Corp of
Engineers, ODNR, Ohio EPA, and Ohio Scenic Rivers because we would be getting into the
water. We have already started this process. We are still on schedule to start construction this
summer/fall (2023). However, there is a very good possibility that the project could get delayed
until next spring (2024).

I would like to send my condolences to the family of Jan Dorr, who passed away this past Tuesday,
May 9. Jan worked for the County Engineer’s Office from 1977 until he retired in 2015. My
condolences also go out to the family of Jim Reed, who passed away on Wednesday, May 10™.
Jim was a Madison Township Trustee for 24 years and was also the father of our own Tim Reed,
who passed away back in 2017.

Some bridge and sidewalk repairs being
completed by Smith Paving (pictured top
left and above).

The excavator removing a log jam
(pictured left).




FROM THE ROAD SUPERINTENDENT

Well, it’s finally starting to feel a little more like spring outside now. It’s taken a while, but I think
we are on the right track for some better weather. For the last couple of weeks, we have been
working on schedules for some upcoming projects. One of these projects is the beam replacement
for the CR 57 (Christy Road) bridge. This project looks like it will start right after Memorial Day.
We met with the crane company and Ohio Concrete Sawing a few weeks ago about the removal
of the old beams. We are looking at June 7™ for that part of the project. The new beams are
scheduled to be delivered on June 21%. Another project we are preparing for is a deck replacement
on TR 398. This structure has a wood deck on it. The new lumber has been ordered, but may take
about 8 weeks to receive it. I have also ordered the waterproofing material for this year. Looks like
we will have 9 bridges to waterproof this year between our paving contracts and the townships’
paving contracts.

The road mowers have been out for a little over a week now. The guys are working on the first
round, roadside cut. We have also been out about 4 times mowing the town route. The grass has
definitely taken off with the warmer temperatures.

The excavator has been busy within the last month with some log jam projects. Bridges on CR
239, CR 229, and CR 198 at Green Creek all had significant log jams. When these were completed,
the excavator moved to Darr Road south of TR 9. Brush removal, tree removal, log jam, channel
work, and rip rap work was done here around a large culvert and guardrail. What a difference that
made. Wow! From there, we moved over to TR 9 by the Mull Covered Bridge where we, again,
had a log jam under the bridge. We also cleaned up the brush in the ditch to the west and around
the guardrail. Now, Mark is working on getting a log jam out from under the Dobe Bridge.

The mini has also stayed pretty busy in the last couple of weeks. We installed a yard basin and
some tile at the intersection of CR 128 & TR 59. This cleaned up the intersection to allow it to be
better maintained. We also installed a catch basin on CR 64 where a property owner enclosed a
section of ditch. Eric just finished cleaning up a stretch of ditch along CR 268 north of CR 175.
The mini is now located at CR 247 and TR 272 where we will be replacing a culvert under TR
272.

~ Miscellaneous Road Work ~

Tony, Travis, Jimmy, and Jeff helped Dean with the Kiser Ditch.

Swept and cleaned off debris from the Ballville Bridge.

Completed washouts and shoulder work around a culvert on TR 212.

Sealed and painted beams on TR 59 and CR 128 bridges.

Touched up the north parking lot drives for the Fairgrounds.

Hydroseeded all of our ditches that have been cleaned along with some other projects.
Between Tim and Kory, spoils from ditch cleanouts are being leveled.

e Pot holes filled, as needed.



FROM THE OFFICE MANAGER

During the month of April, we were able to welcome the Board of Elections poll workers to our
office. It was great to see their familiar smiling faces while they attended their training in our
Ready Room.

I would like to thank Carlos for taking the time to recognize us on Administrative Professionals’
Day (April 26™), as he does each year. It is greatly appreciated!

Health Insurance: :"‘: '... e e R "'-

~-HAPPY BIRTHDAY" o

May’s Promotional Theme — Overcoming

Stigma for Better Mental Health. Visit Dean Silva May 22"
www.achievesolutions.net/thp to read articles

such as Mental Health Support is for Everyone, ::'":' B e e e mT e e
What is Good Mental Health and Finding the HBPPY AAVNIVERS ARY
Right Therapist.

. Jimmy Sanford May 22" 28 years
Income Comparison:

(Jan - Mar)

2023 - $1,518,549
2022 - $1,504,867

Carlos participated in the 11" Annual “Sandusky
County Stars Dancing for CASA” fundraiser on April
15, 2023. He won the People’s Choice Award,
gathering 9,631 “votes” in dollars raised and seat
credits. This event raised over $44,000 for CASA
(Court Appointed Special Advocates) of Seneca,
Sandusky, and Wyandot Counties. It was a fun night 4
for a great cause! Congratulations Carlos!!

Photo provided by CASA of Seneca, Sandusky, and Wj}andot Counties


http://www.achievesolutions.net/jhp
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Happy
Birthday,

Dean!

Happy
Anniversary,

21 Jimmy! 5y
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EVENTS:

234 : Bid Openings for 2023 Resurfacing of CR 247 &
CR 308 and 2023 Pavement Marking at Commissioner’s
Office

23 : Bid Opening for 2023 Resurfacing of Various
Township Roads in Townsend & York Townships at
York Township House

29t : Holiday — Memorial Day

29th : Memorial Day Parade in Downtown Fremont @

10:00 AM
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