ROAD REPORT

The Official Newsletter of the Sandusky County Engineer
Carlos A. Baez Sr., P.E., P.S.

No. 1 January 2023

FROM THE ENGINEER

We would like to welcome the newest member of our office staff, Noah Mahler. Noah just
graduated this past December from the University of Toledo with a B.S. in Civil Engineering.
Noah is a graduate of Clyde High School and currently resides in Clyde. His previous experience
includes co-ops with Rudolph Libbe as a College Intern Project Manager and with ODOT District
2 as a surveyor intern. We are excited to add Noah to our team and looking forward to him learning
the ropes of the position. If you haven’t met Noah yet, swing by the office and say hi.

The beginning of this winter season has been pretty mild. Besides a brief extreme cold and windy
event around Christmas, it has been mild with temperatures consistently around 50 degrees. That
all changed these last couple of weeks in January with much cooler temperatures and enough snow
to cancel schools and make travel hazardous. At one point in the middle of January, we were
jokingly coming up with ideas of what to do with the 3,000 tons of salt we had on order. Obviously,
that was all short lived since Father Winter has sent us plenty of weather to contend with. Chad
placed the first 500-ton order of salt, so we should be seeing those delivery trucks roll in anytime
now.

This past week, we received federal approval for the SAN 57-2.22 (Christy Road) superstructure
replacement project. That means we are allowed to prepare a contract and go out to bids. We have
a bid date scheduled for March 7™ at the Commissioner’s Office. This project should be completed
this summer. Speaking of grants, we received a County Surface Transportation Program (CSTP)
grant to pave CR 32 from US 6 to US 20 in FY 2028. Other successful CSTP grants in the pipeline
are CR 1 (FY 2025) and CR 201/CR 113 (FY 2026). These federal grants cover 80% of the
construction costs and are essential for our county to be able to keep up with the maintenance of
our road and highway system.

As previously indicated, we now have two bridges that are rated 3: The Dobe Bridge on CR 201
and the Cherry Street Bridge in Woodville. After the bridges were rated down to a 3, a new load
rating analysis was performed by our consultant, DGL. The load rating analysis considerably
lowered the capacity of both bridges and they will be posted accordingly, limiting the amount of
truck traffic. This past week, I applied through CEAO for funding to replace both of these bridges.
If we are successful in receiving these funds, we should be able to replace the beams on the Dobe
Bridge this year. If we are not successful in receiving the CEAO funding, there are other sources
of funding (if needed) to replace these bridges in the near future.

The Commissioners have officially purchased the building and property next door, located right
behind the Cookie Lady. As soon as they were able to, the Ditch Maintenance Department got
busy and started working in the new building. The new building will need lots of work and TLC
with some areas needing more work than others. The south half, give or take, will be the new area



dedicated to the Ditch Maintenance Department. The north half will be used by the Highway
Department. Lee and Cody have been cleaning the Ditch Maintenance area and have made quite a
bit of progress. We are currently in the process of receiving quotes and planning for various
improvements to the building. Given that the building has not been in use for over a decade, it
pretty much needs a full upgrade. We are currently soliciting different contractors for utility
upgrades, roofing, siding, doors, windows, HVAC, etc.

Condolences go out to the family of Don Hovis, who passed away on January 24, 2023, at the age
of 75. Don had done a considerable amount of work for the county and for the farmers in the area
for many years. His ditch cleaning expertise will be sorely missed.

Our new Sign Truck
on its Maiden Voyage!

FROM THE ROAD SUPERINTENDENT

Well, it’s been a little while since we have done a Road Report. Quite a few things have been going
on since the last time I wrote, snow and ice control being one of those things. Our first snow event
happened back at Christmas time. I’'m sure everyone remembers, but we didn’t get much snow and
there was a whole lot of wind that blew the little bit of snow we did get for a long time. We actually
faired pretty well during this storm. The wind pretty much dried ninety percent of our roads. We
did not do any salting until the winds calmed down and the temperatures came back around. I think
we only used about 80 tons of salt during that event. The temperatures warmed up and stayed up
until recently. A large storm was predicted on Wednesday, January 25™ with 5-8 inches for us, but
we probably only got 2 inches. However, the winds picked up and we had some blowing and
drifting to deal with. We had the roads cleaned up by the following Saturday morning. Then on
Sunday night, a clipper came through and coated the roads once again with about a }2 inch of snow.
This one cleaned up pretty quickly though. So far this winter season, we have used about 800 tons
of salt compared to last year at this time when we used about 1,500 tons. We still have a long
winter to go though.

The brush crew has been out working on routes and working off the bridge and culvert inspection
lists. They recently finished up on the west side of the county and are now over on the east side.
Matt has been out in the boom mower trying to get caught back up. Currently, he is up in the
Woodpville area working on trimming behind the guardrails on CR 117 & CR 30.



A couple of ditches have been cleaned in the last month. Eric cleaned a stretch of ditch along CR
65 west of SR 590 with the mini. Mark finished up a stretch of ditch along CR 259 from Yellow
Swale back to the west. A small stretch on CR 198 was also cleaned north of TR 261. There are a
couple more ready to be cleaned when the weather allows us to.

~ Miscellaneous Road Work ~

The new Sign Truck has been completed, however, we found a few things wrong with it
when we received it, so it had to go back to the dealer to be repaired. We are still waiting
for it, but it should be fixed soon.

Installed snow fence around the county.

A couple of the guys helped Dean on the survey crew.

Completed guardrail repairs from the bridge inspection list.

Ground down an asphalt patch on CR 32 south of CR 85 due to the plow catching it.
Tim, with the help of Jeff, Eric, Steve, and Rick E., replaced the shop lights with LED
lights. Started converting light fixtures in the old shop to LED lights as well.

Spot berming intersection radiuses and mailbox approaches.

Cleaning buildings and vehicles and other misc. work around the yard during rainy days.
Dumping and cleaning plow trucks after snow events.

Filling pot holes, as needed.
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—“HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!T

Lee Klohn January 1% 6 years
Cody Amor January 3™ 18 years
Steve Pfeiffer ~ January 10" 18 years
Mark Auxter  January 22" 44 years
Chad Fisher ~ January 25" 24 years

Cori Rice ~ February 22™ 2 years
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—-HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! -
Jimmy Sanford January 7%
Noah Mahler January 14®
Tony Miller January 14"
Lee Klohn January 18"
Jim Seibert January 22™
Tara Shanahan January 30
Eric Wheatley January 30
Jenna Sommers February 4™
Perry Hill February 8"
Travis Arter February 121

3 Paul Williams February 13

Cody Amor February 22"



FROM THE OFFICE MANAGER

Hope the New Year is treating everybody well!! If you would like to donate to the February Food
Drive, it would be greatly appreciated! All donations will be delivered to the Sandusky County
Department of Job and Family Services where the items will also be shared with local food
pantries. Any monetary donations will be used to buy items off the list provided in the Ready
Room.

Health Insurance:

February’s Promotional Theme is Managing Work-Life Balance. Be sure to visit the Achieve
Solutions website for more information on how to reduce the harmful effects of prolonged stress
by maintaining a work/life balance. Don’t forget you can use the Healthcare Information link
provided on our website!

Income Comparison:

(Jan - Nov) (Jan - Dec)
2022 - $5,617,984 2022 - $6,097,184

2021 - $5,691,214 2021 - $6,178,119

Noah Mahler

1. Do you go by your full name or a nickname?
What nickname do you go by?
My full name, Noah

2. Introduce your Family!
My parents are Scott and Amanda Mahler and
a younger brother, Derek.

3. As a child, what did you want to be when you
grew up?
A baseball player or a NFL GM.

4. What is your favorite holiday?
Christmas

5. What is your favorite music artist or band?
Don’t have a favorite, but I like rock music.

6. What are your hobbies?
Watching sports, video games, and spending
time with family.

7. If you could live in any other state, which one
would you live in?
Tennessee around Nashville
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