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Please keep all questions, comments or concerns until after the Power Point Presentation.  The 

Joint Board of Commissioners will open the floor after the presentation with the following 

guidelines in place.  

1. Persons who wish to address the board must stand and state their name 

2. Persons who wish to address the Joint Board of Commissioners regarding any item in this

presentation may be granted the privilege of the floor for a 2 minute period unless, at the discretion 

of the Joint Board, circumstances dictate a longer or shorter period of time. 

3.   All remarks shall be addressed to the Joint Board as a body and not to any one member.

4.   No person, other than a Boardôs member and the person having the floor shall be permitted to      

enter into a discussion or make comment without the permission of the Board.

5.   No disruptive behavior or violations of the rules will be tolerated.  The Joint Board shall have 

the discretion to order the end of any disruptive behavior or of rules being violated.  The Board 

shall have the discretion to order the removal of persons who continue to disrupt meetings and/or 

violate the rules of conduct.  

6.   All electronic devices shall be set to vibrate or turned off if no vibrate setting is available.

Joint Board Rules



The Wolf Creek Project is approximately 14 miles long, draining 

approximately 8,500 acres of land, and involving about 1,115 parcels.

Wolf Creek was petitioned on December 29, 2014

The View was held on March 12, 2015 

The First Hearing was on March 31, 2015

Wolf Creek Petition #143



There are about 1,115 parcels in the Wolf Creek Watershed. Approximately 238 in Ottawa 

County and 877 in Sandusky County. 

Wolf Creek is approximately 14.5 miles long, with Ottawa County having around

8.61 miles and Sandusky County having around 5.99 miles.

The petitioned Wolf Creek has approximately 8,550 acres in its watershed, with

Sandusky County having around 5,265 acres and Ottawa County having around 3,285 acres. 

Wolf Creek #143 Ditch Petition Facts

The estimated project cost is 1,645,000.00  Sandusky County Portion is about 1,268,000.00

And Ottawa County's portion is about 377,000.00



Sandusky County has approximately 250 miles of ditches 

on maintenance and 15 miles of enclosed on maintenance.



Ottawa County has approximately 147 miles of ditches 

on maintenance and  3 miles of enclosed on maintenance.



Petition Laws and the Black Swamp

This area was part of the Black Swamp and the geography of the swamp retarded 

major settlement up to the Civil war. The 1859 Ohio Ditch Law, a harbinger of 

drainage legislation nationally, created a cooperative system for individuals to 

petition county government to surface drain the area. 

- Ohio Drainage Laws have been practically the same since 1859 with one major 

change and a few minor changes through the years.  In 1957, the major change 

to the law was implemented.  It stated that any ditch petitioned and approved 

after 1957 would be put on permanent maintenance after the project was 

completed. 

- The ORC 6131/6133 for Petitions, was updated March 24, 2021. For this 

petition we are using the ORC code before those changes.  The petition was 

filed under the old law prior to March 24, 2021 and will be finished using the 

same version it was petitioned in.



As part of our research of Wolf Creek we did find 

a 1904 Petition called the John Harr Ditch.  This 

is Wolf Creek under a different name, it started 

along SR 300, following Wolf Creek all the way 

to the Sandusky and Ottawa County line. 

It was petitioned to be cleaned again in 1947 as 

Wolfe Creek but was then dismissed in 1949.

This just lets us know that Wolf Creek has been 

an issue in the past and has been previously 

cleaned to help with those issues. It also lets us 

know there is a pattern of needing work.



Wolf Creek Extension Properties

The original petition started at the star below and headed north east. During 

the first hearing a petition was signed and accepted by the Joint Board of 

Commissioners and the project was officially extended to CR 85 and SR 300 
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Wolf Creek Ditch Petition

Wolf Creek #143 Petition
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What is a Watershed

¶ A watershed isthe area of land where all of the water that drains off of it 

goes into the same placeτa river, stream or lake.

¶ The State of Ohio is divided into 2 major watersheds (Lake Erie and Ohio River). 

Each of these watersheds are divided into smaller watersheds. Some of the 

significant ones in this area are the Portage River, the Sandusky River and the 

Maumee River. Each of these watersheds is divided into even smaller 

watersheds. The Portage River has many smaller watershed areas that feed 

into it. Wolf Creek is one of these. 2 of the other smaller watersheds that feed 

into the Portage River are located on either side of the Wolf Creek watershed 

area. They are Sugar Creek and Nine Mile Creek. Both of these watersheds or 

major portions of their watersheds were previously petitioned and are 

currently paying into Ditch Maintenance, similar to this one.



Why am I involved in this project?

If you received a letter you are in the watershed area, your 

water gets to Wolf Creek (and eventually to the Portage 

River and Lake Erie) through many different pathways. The 

most visible and obvious way is through surface drainage. 

This includes water that drains off of yard areas, roofs, 

driveways, parking areas, streets, agricultural and 

undeveloped land areas, out of quarries and pond areas to 

name a few. The water travels to the project as sheet 

drainage across the ground, is collected into swales, 

ditches, catch basins and storm sewers, overflow pipes, 

etc. until it reaches Wolf Creek.

Water also travels in the watershed 
through underground permeable soil and 
rock fissures and is collected and moves 
underground. This water moves up and 
down and is the water that enters the 
streams or channels in the watershed 
through the sides and bottom of the 
channels. This also includes water 

collected by underground field tiles which 
aid in removing the subsurface water 

more efficiently. Once in the channel or 
drainage system, this water joins the 
water drained from the surface and 
travels to the outlet of the stream.



How is a Watershed Determined

LIDAR ð Light Detection and Ranging 

ð is a remote sensing method used to 

examine the surface of the Earth.

We use the LIDAR to help determine 

the watershed.  We also have look at 

road side ditches and tiled fields to be 

sure of all properties involved.



Wolf Creek - Sandusky County Watershed



Wolf Creek - Ottawa County Watershed



Pictures from 2006 CR 70 Bridge



Pictures from July 2013 Between TR 70 and TR 74



Pictures from March 2015  around Sandusky/Ottawa County Line



Pictures from April 26 2019 North of SR 20 Area

On April 25th the area had 

.5 inches to 1 inch

And

On April 26th the area had

1 inch to 1.4 inches



Pictures from June 2022 

Wolf Creek

South of TR 137 on the west side of SR 51

On June 13th the area had .7 inches to .8 inches and on June 14th the area had .75 inch to 1.4 inches










































