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NOTICE 
 

TO OWNERS OF LAND EFFECTED BY THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT, A NOTICE OF 
ESTIMATED ASSESSMENTS, DATE OF FINAL HEARING, AND FILING OF CLAIMS FOR 
COMPENSATION OR DAMAGES FOR THE 
 

 
 

WOLF CREEK PETITION PROJECT #143 
August 9, 2022 

 

You are notified that on August 5, 2022 the Sandusky County Engineer filed with the Clerk of the 
Board, the maps, profiles, schedules and reports for the above named improvement.  Included in 
the notice is your assessment which lists your parcel(s) of land along with other detailed 
information.  Your assessment can never be higher than the amount listed.  
 

You are further notified, that the Joint Board of County Commissioners, Sandusky and Ottawa 
County, Ohio, slated September 6, 2022 @ 11:00am at the Sandusky County Fair Grounds, 901 
Rawson Avenue, Fremont Ohio, as the time and place for the FINAL HEARING. 
 

At the Final Hearing, the report of the County Engineer and the proceedings on the improvement 
shall be considered.  Any property owner having claims for compensation or damages must file 
same in writing with the Clerk of the Joint Board of Commissioners, Sandusky and Ottawa County 
Ohio, on or before the date of the Final Hearing. 
  
If the project is approved for construction, the Joint Board may look to issue bonds to pay for said 
improvement.  Interest shall be added to the assessments at the same rate as is drawn by the 
bonds issued.  The Joint Board of Commissioners will advise how many years owners will have to 
pay and at what interest rate during the Final Hearing.  
 

Any owner wishing to appeal any action taken by the Sandusky County Board of Commissioners at 
the Final Hearing on September 6, 2022 may do so by filing an appeal in the Court of Common 
Pleas by September 27, 2022.  
 

Any owner may pay their assessment(s) or a portion of it on his/her land by cash, personal check or 
money order within 30-days of the appeal date (October 27, 2022) without paying any interest 
thereon.   
 
 
 
For questions please contact: 
Jenna Sommers – 419-334-9731 
jsommers@co.sandusky.oh.us  
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NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS INVOLVED WITH  

WOLF CREEK PETITION PROJECT #143 
 
 

 
 Enclosed with this letter you will find the legal notice which shows the estimated assessment on the 
land owned by you which is involved with this project.  This letter is intended to give you an idea of how the 
assessments were determined and what the project will consist of if the ditch is approved at the final hearing. 
 
 The total estimated cost of the WOLF CREEK PETITION PROJECT #143 is $1,645,000.00.  In 
conformance with the Ohio Revised Code, there are six costs involved with a petition ditch project: 
 

1. Construction Cost: This is the amount paid to the contractor. Normally, if the project is approved, 
bids will be taken and the best and lowest bidder will perform the ditch improvement.  For this 
particular project, bids were taken prior to the final hearing in order to have actual construction 
costs available at the final hearing.  

2. Engineering Cost: This is the amount recouped by the County Engineer for all services involved with 
the engineering and assessment calculations.  Some of these services are design work, surveying, 
and drafting. 

3. Commissioner’s Expense: This is the amount recouped by the Commissioners. This includes 
expenses involved with mailings and legal notices. 

4. First Year’s Maintenance Cost: This is the amount needed to perform maintenance on the WOLF 
CREEK PETITION PROJECT #143 for the first year following the improvement.  According to the Ohio 
Revised Code, since 1957, any approved petitioned ditch must be placed on permanent 
maintenance.  Therefore, this maintenance cost is incorporated into the original cost of the ditch and 
would be placed into a separate fund in the County Auditor’s Office earmarked for future 
maintenance on the WOLF CREEK PETITION PROJECT #143  Normal maintenance work includes 
herbicide spraying for brush control, the repair of any tile outlet pipes which “wash out”, cleaning up 
fallen trees, periodic dip-out of the open ditch to keep the bottom free of silt, and the addition of 
any extra rip-rap required to prevent erosion on the banks or berms. 

5. Unforeseen Contingency Fund: This amount is also incorporated in to the total cost of the ditch to 
allow for any additional work or alteration from the original set of plans which may be deemed 
necessary for the proper performance of the ditch.  Unforeseen items would include placing a new 
outlet pipe on any tile that we run across while excavating the open ditch which had not been 
originally found during the survey, any additional rip-rap installed for erosion control, any extra 
channel excavation that may be necessary, or any type of extra work that is above and beyond the 
contract work.  Having this extra money would allow us to pay the contractor for this type of work.  
All additional work will be first approved by the Engineer. 
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It is now time to explain exactly how the assessments were calculated.  After all, this usually raises the 

most questions on a petition ditch project. 
 
The drainage area of the ditch project must first be established.  The drainage area of the WOLF CREEK 

PETITION PROJECT #143 was determined by using topographical data and through personal interviews with 
property owners. 

 
Once the drainage area is established, the assessments for the individual parcels can be determined.  

Your assessment is based on three different factors: 
 
Type of Drainage: The Sandusky County assessment procedure defines six drainage classifications.  As 
an example, the No. 1 classification is defined as a parcel which has the surface water and a tiled 
drainage system going to the project.  The No. 1 classification is assessed at the highest rate, and the 
No. 6 classification (woods, marshes, stony ground, etc.) is assessed at the lowest rate.  There are 
exceptions to the six basic classes.  Small house lots are assessed at two times the rate of the number 
one class because their storm water runoff is much greater than farm ground. Government entities are 
also a higher rate over the roads and right of way. 
 
Acres Benefitted: A parcel’s assessment should be in proportion to the size of that parcel. 
 
Percent of the Project Used: Your assessment is partly based on the actual amount of the ditch project 
your runoff water physically uses.  You only help share the cost of that part of the ditch your runoff 
water travels through. 

 
 
 The scope of work to be performed on the WOLF CREEK PETITION PROJECT #143 will consist of 
cleaning of the current open ditch, excavation and leveling, removal and disposal of existing brush on the ditch 
bottom, banks, and berms, installation of rip-rap in areas of soil erosion, installing new plastic outlet pipes on 
all damaged ones, and the seeding and fertilizing of the excavated ditch banks and berms. 
 
 At the final hearing, if the project is approved, the Commissioners will decide how many years and at 
what % of interest the land owners may finance their assessment at, if they choose not to pay up front.  After 
the 21 day appeal process, you will have 30 days to pay your assessment in full to the Sandusky County 
Commissioner’s office.  Paying your assessment in that 30 day window will keep you from paying interest on 
your assessment.    If your assessment is not paid, your assessment will then be put on your tax duplicate after 
the project is complete for however many years and % the Commissioners decide at the hearing.  
 
 This is a basic description of the overall petition project.  If you have any questions between now and 
the final hearing, please feel free to call Jenna Sommers at the office of the Sandusky County Engineer located 
at 2500 West State Street in Fremont, phone 419-334-9731. 



ASSESSMENT NOTICE FOR THE WOLF CREEK PETITION PROJECT #143 

FINAL HEARING SEPTEMBER 6, 2022 

Sandusky County Fairground 
Fremont Ohio 43420 

11:00am 
Below is your assessment for The Wolf Creek project.  The Joint Board of Commissioners will vote on the project 

at the above time and place. If the project is approved your assessment below will be due after the 21 day appeal 

process. If you wish to pay your assessment without interest in full or partial, please do so between September 

28, 2022 and October 27, 2022.  The remainder of the below assessment not paid after October 27, 2022 will be 

added to your tax duplicate at the years and interest given at the final hearing by the Joint Board of 

Commissioners after completion of the project. Your assessment will be divided into equal payments to be paid 

on your first half taxes. 

Please make checks payable to: 

Sandusky County Commissioners 

622 Croghan Street 

Fremont, Oh 43420 
 

Please keep one copy of this page for your records and send one with any payment you send to the Commissioners 

 # Parcel # Property  
Owner 

Acres 
Owned 

Acres 
Benefited 

Culvert 
Assessment 

Tree 
Assessment 

Total Parcel 
Assessment 

15 000000000000 John Doe .17 .17   $150.00 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Line #- For office use to keep things in order 

Parcel #- This is the number that is given to your land that you can look up on the county auditors website 

Property Owner- Owner of the property 

Acres Owned- The amount of acres in the parcel 

Acres Benefitted-The acres that are draining into the project 

Channel Assessment-The amount you owe for you property draining into the project 

Special Assessment-This is for property along the channel.  This is one of 2 things, a brush assessment for your property or 

a culvert that needs to be replaced allowing you to get to your property.  Please call with any questions. 

If you have any questions before the hearing please call: 

Jenna Sommers 

334-9731 

jsommers@co.sandusky.oh.us

Total of All Channel and Special Assessments= $150.00 




