ROAD REPORT

The Official Newsletter of the Sandusky County Engineer
Carlos A. Baez Sr., P.E., P.S.
No. 11

November 2021

FROM THE ENGINEER
Since our last road report, the JA 80 Bridge finally got waterproofed and paved. Fortunately, we
had decent weather well into November. We will need to come back in the spring to touch up some
of the dirt work around the bridge, but it’s pretty well buttoned up. Our guys have moved the
excavator down to CR 13 and TR 80 to clean all of the ditches that drain into the recently cleaned
Michaels Ditch, both on CR 13 and TR 80. We are also going to move the excavator to the TR 23
Bridge over Muskellunge and we will clean all of the sediment and trees upstream and downstream
that are blocking the flow around the bridge.
Tara and I attended the executive committee meeting for our OPWC district. We should be eligible
to receive funding through OPWC for the paving of CR 130 and CR 128 next year. All districts
submit their projects to OPWC at the end of the year and usually funding becomes available July
1st of the following year. Other projects eligible for funding in the next round in our county are:
Cottage Street Bridge Replacement (Fremont), Township Roads Resurfacing Project 2022
(Ballville Twp. Lead), Woodland Avenue/Maple Street Sanitary Sewer Project (Clyde), and 2022
Pavement Replacement Program (Clyde).
This past month was the deadline for townships to apply for the newly created ODOT Township
Stimulus Program. We helped several townships apply for funding and we hope that they receive
at least some funding. We had several different projects ranging from regular paving to widening,
ditch enclosures, and storm sewers. The townships that applied were: Woodville, Rice, Ballville,
Riley, and Green Creek. They should find out if they receive funding by the end of the year.
Also this past month, we received a new crack sealer machine from DJL. We had a major
malfunction with our crack sealer when the inside drum cracked and it created an unsafe situation;
so much so that Chad and Jim had to put out a small fire one afternoon as the engine oil and crack
sealer material started mixing. Fire extinguishing training came in handy that day! The oil got so
hot that it caught on fire inside the machine. As a result, the old machine is out of commission. We
will try to sell it on GovDeals “as-is”. We are going to be renting the new machine from DJL and
it will be housed in our yard permanently. Since this is no longer our machine, we will NOT be
able to let the townships borrow it for their use.
It is bridge inspection season, and Rick and I have started inspecting the county bridges. Rick
inspects all of the bridges and I go out with him to inspect the major bridges and all the bridges
that are rated lower than a 7. Out of our 261 bridges, over 85% are rated 7 or better. Rick and I
inspect roughly 40 bridges together, while he looks at the rest of the bridges by himself. I still
review and sign all of the bridge inspections reports before sending them to ODOT. By law, we
have to inspect every single bridge at least once every 12 months.
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We also received our new CAT front end loader. We were able to sell our CASE loader on
GovDeals to a trucking company in Denver, Colorado for $81,000. We also purchased a new
Bomag roller to replace our old Dynapac roller. We will probably be offering our old roller to
some of the townships if they are interested. Otherwise, we will be selling it on GovDeals.
We have posted the open Mechanic position internally. If you have any mechanical experience
and are interested in the position, please don’t hesitate to apply. The deadline to apply internally
is December 10th. If we don’t get any qualifying applicants, we will advertise publicly.
I would like to welcome our newest employee, Patrick Colston. He started Monday, November
29th and will be working part-time, mainly after hours, as our building maintenance worker. Patrick
is currently a postal worker here in Fremont and he will be coming in after hours and on his days
off. Welcome to the County Engineer’s Office, Pat! We are happy to have you with us.
Condolences to go out to the families of “Bud” Orndorff, who passed away on November 25th, as
well as “Ben” Geldin, who passed away on November 10th. Bud was the Road Superintendent and
Ben was the Assistant Road Superintendent under Bud. They both retired many years ago, but
their memories will live on.
Hope that everybody had a Happy Thanksgiving! I personally had a very good Thanksgiving, until
Saturday when Ohio State lost to The Team Up North. Well, like they say, there’s always next
year!

Out with the old and in with the new!
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FROM THE ROAD SUPERINTENDENT
Here we are in the last month of 2021. Not much longer until Christmas! Crews are busy with
many different projects. In the last month, we built a generator pad for Facility Management at
their location on Fifth Street. There is some more concrete work to finish there in the spring. Since
finishing the pad, Facility Management has set up their generator, but I’m not sure if it is up and
running yet.
The TR 80 Bridge was waterproofed and M&B Asphalt paved it in early November. The crack
sealing crew has completed Oakwood Street, River Street, Morrison Road, and they have been
working on Finefrock Road when the weather allows. We also have a brush crew out working as
well. They started running routes, but they were working on a section of CR 294 for a couple of
days. For CR 294, we were working with a farmer to remove an old fence line. We’re cleaning up
what we can by hand first, then we will move the excavator in to remove or pull out fence and
stumps. This area has been a mess for some time now.
November 30th was the first time the trucks went out for the first snow event of the season. There
were no significant hiccups or break downs with the equipment. Keep up the good work everyone!
~ Miscellaneous Road Work ~
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Mowing continues (back banks and Boom Mower), when conditions allow.
Spot berming, as needed.
Pot holes filled, as needed.
8 snow plow trucks got hot oiled this year.
Ditch cleaning along CR 13 and TR 80.
Finished leveling spoils at the TR 59 dump site and then moved dozer to the Wilbur Bell
Ditch to level spoils for Ditch Maintenance. Unfortunately, someone decided to bust out
the back window of the dozer over the Thanksgiving weekend. It is now back in our yard
to be repaired.
Trucks were dumped and washed after snow melted.
TR 80 Bridge project was hydroseeded.
Brush work was done on Kiser Ditch for Dean to survey.
Snow fence is being put up around the county.
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FROM THE OFFICE MANAGER
December’s health insurance promotional theme is “Dealing with Holiday Stress”… Now I think
this is something we all can relate to!  As they explain, the holidays may be a time of joy, but
they are not always a time of relaxation. When you have family expectations, work commitments,
and social obligations, it can make this season one of the most stressful times of the year. If you
would like to learn how to keep the holiday stress at bay, visit www.achievesolutions.net/jhp. Hope
the advice helps everyone to have a wonderful Christmas and blessed New Year!
Income Comparison:
(January – October)
2021 – $5,181,722
2020 - $4,714,048

Tim Below
Carlos Baez
Jim Seibert
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December 6th
December 6th
December 12th

22 years
11 years
5 years

December

“Merry Christmas, ya filthy animal.” – Home Alone 2

Sunday

Monday

Last Time to Walk
Thru Fremont Ross
High School
@ 1-5 PM

5

6
Happy Anniversary,
Carlos & Tim!

12

Happy Anniversary,
Jim!

Tuesday

13

Wednesday

2

7

8

9

14

15

Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day

Lights of Spiegel
Grove @ 6-8 PM

16

National Ice Cream
Day

Saturday

Santa’s House in
Downtown Fremont
Fridays 5-7 PM
Saturdays 1-3 PM
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10

17

Downtown Fremont
Holiday Parade
@ 6 PM

4

11

Sip & Shop at The
Vue Event Center @
11 AM – 4 PM

18

National Ugly Sweater
Day

20

21

26

27

28

Horse Drawn Sleigh
Rides in Spiegel Grove
@ 1-4 PM
26th – 31st

Friday

1

National Christmas
Lights Day

19

Santa Hustle Cedar
Point 5K, Half
Marathon, & Kids
Dash @ 9 AM

Thursday

2021

National Cookie
Exchange Day

22

29

23

30
National Bacon Day

24

25

31
Annual Downtown
Fremont New Year’s
Eve Celebration
@ 7 PM

HOLIDAYS OFF:
Friday, December 24
Friday, December 31

